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An intentional community is a plannedesidential communitgesigned to promote a
much higher degree gbcial interactiorthan other communities. The members of an
intentional community typically hold a commeacial political or spiritualvision. They
also share responsibilities and resources. Intent@mrmamunities includeohousing
residentialand trustsecovillagescommuneskibbutzim ashramsandhousing
cooperativesTypically, new members of an intentional commuaitg selected by the
community's existing membership, rather than by real-eatgets or land owners (if the
land is not owned by the community).

It is important to note that in the contextintentional communities the above terms have
different meanings compared to the legal forms of réat@®wnership that may have
the same name. For example the membersohausingntentional community may
own their homes by owning shares in a housing cooperative.

The purposes of intentional communities vary. They malde sharing resources,
creating family-oriented neighborhoods and living ecolalfycsustainabldifestyles
(ecovillage$. Some communities are secular; others have dausdibasis. Commonly
there is a focus oegalitarianvalues. Other themes areluntary simplicity interpersonal
growth and self-reliance. Some communities provide serticdsadvantaged
populations, for example, war refugees, the homelesgaple withdevelopmental
disabilities Some communities operate learning or health centers.

Many communities have different types or levels of mership. Typically, intentional
communities have a selection process which startsseitieone interested in the
community coming for a visit. Often prospective commumigmbers are interviewed by
a selection committee of the community or in sonsesdy the everyone in the
community. Many communities have a "provisional membergbapidd. After a visitor
has been accepted a new member is "provisional” unyillithee stayed for some period
(often 6 months or a year) and then the community rerates their membership.
Generally, after the provisional member has been aatémtgy become a full member.
In many communities the voting privileges and/or commupetyefits for provisional
members are less than those for full members.



Christian intentional communities are usually compoddbase wanting to emulate the
practices of the earliest believers. Usiidé Acts of the Apostlésn theBible (and,

often, the Sermon on the Moufjtas a model, members of these communities strive for
a practical outworking of their individual faith in a corpte context. (See links below.)

This section is quoted from this link on January 18, 2007. Tibexiso a listing of
intentional communities through the US at this locatio
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