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From Behind
) &) Bars...When | Died
" ! in Prison: When |
$ Rose to Life in
Prison

by Scott H.

( $ s We are pleased to
' offer an article written
by another of our
Messianic Believers
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in prison. Please
keep them in prayer.

| died the day I...was
raped, when | snorted
pills and did drugs,
when | gave up and
complained and
whined, when | gave
in and doubted, when
| cut and bled, having
disobeyed, walked in
my own ways, sinned
intentionally, resisted
the Spirit and did evil
in the sight of YHWH,
my Creator, when |
resented others and
hated and held
grudges.

Then one day | saw
the Jordan, and |
crossed over from
death to life eternal.

| came to life the day
l...dropped to my
knees in prayer, had
faith and believed,
repented and trusted,
rejoiced and praised,
worshipped and
obeyed, when |
walked in His statutes
and kept His
commandments and
loved YHWH
foremost and my
neighbor as myself
second.

| was once inside a
prison of my own
design within a
prison. Within my own
prison in a prison the
walls, bars and wires
were made up
of...doubt and guilt,
defeat and sin,
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condemnation and
disobediance and self
will'  And the whole
time | possessed the
very key to release
my self and set me
free from my own self
imposed prison | had
created for myself to
further bind and
confine myself inside,
in a prison of my own
design inside of a
prison of real bars,
wires and walls.

But a day of freedom
and parole from my
inner prison was
reached, a day of new
revised, renewed
eternal life born anew
in the Spirit to Eternal
life, and freedom from
my self-imposed
confinement of my
own prison. Yes, the
chains the adversary
once held me in have
been disintegrated,
obliterated and cast
off. The KEY was
and is and always will
be Yahushua Ha
Maschiach, the living
Son of the Most High
El. The KEY to
Eternal Life and
freedom, the TRUTH ,
the LIGHT, the WAY.
He was there the
whole time, waiting,
watching, desiring for
me to accept Him and
His help but always
the gentleman,
respecting my right to
choose to call upon
Him.
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He anxiously desires

$ greatly to embrace
! + me, to scoop me up
| and hold me, and
$ comnfort me but

allowing me to realize
He and only He was
my KEY that | needed
to set me free; but
allowing me to hit
rock bottom so |

T / " ) would come to the
& " ) end of myself;  to hit

[ rock bottom to start
& #1 over building upon the
(% 33 34 Rock a new

foundation that will
& * $< last.

=9 Yes! he's been there
the whole time greatly
desiring, anticipating,
longing and hopeful
- , - that | would reach out
, and accept the keys
] 1 , 0- d of the kingdom and to
- 1 truely be set free.

(#2 2 Today the walls have
) come down, the bars
' have been sawed
asunder, the wire has
567 . 2% been removed and
+ the chains broken. On
+ 1>1100? @600 this day inside prison,
" | have been set free!
: They can hold my
$ flesh but can't hold
A $ my Spirit and | soar
on eagles' wings, set
free!
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Exploring the Meaning of: Go
Through the Gates Part 1

Go through, go through the gates;

Prepare the way for the people.

Cast up, cast up the highway;

gather out the stones;

lift up a standard for the people.
Isaiah 62: 10

At a SAM Torah study some weeks ago, we came into
discussion of the concept of "going through the gates"
(Isaiah 62:10) and what that might actually refer to, beyond
just a physical movement. It certainly brings a stirring
emotional response and joy as we sing Barry and Batya
Siegel's worship music entitled Go Through the Gates as it
goes on to extend the call to "prepare the way for the
people" which we understand as part of our call.

We can see that coming to faith in Messiah by itself, is a
kind of coming through the gates of belief, as Messiah is
portrayed as a door through which everyone must enter, yet
we also observe a similar process occurs as we come into
Torah pursuance. Some of our members seem to be
making this journey concurrently; coming from a more
formal churched background and not having been taught
how to love Messiah, they are now entering into relationship
with Him as well as becoming Torah pursuant. (We hesitate
to say Torah observant because we know how very much
we have to learn and that there is no way we could
"compete” with those who have grown up in Torah. Ah, then
what advantage have those of Yehudah . . .)
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By definition and straight forward meaning, we intend to
examine the main concepts of this verse. In Part One, we
will consider the first line and our thoughts.

Go Through is Strongs # 5674 abar

a primitive root, to cross over, used very widely of any
transition, literal or figurative to make go over, to convey
over, to order, to deliver.

the gates is Strongs # 8179 sha'ar

an opening, door or gate, city, port. Plural in the verse and
in the song; no indication of capitalization.

Is it more than just coming to faith to "go through the
gates"? Is it specifically coming into Torah pursuance? Is
building up the highway a specific reference to Torah
community and restoration of the ancient paths as we learn
and teach others or is it just about coming into faith that
there is a Savior Who has made a way for us? We noticed,
too, that the song says "for" the people while the KJV says
"of" the people.

We all recognize it as a reference to a return to our heritage,
Jerusalem, that is a sure and certain hope for our future
because YHWH has said so. Beyond this, some thought of
the "going through the gates" as entering into the city while
others thought of it as a going out.

In typical Hebrew mindset, we see that it is most likely
both/and: going in and coming out. Actually physically going
to enter the city, or coming out through the gates to
welcome others is perhaps the literal meaning.

In a spiritual sense, or remez, we perceive the picture of the
process of maturing in faith. The development of a mature
prayer life is very much like entering the Tabernacle; from
the point of entry-the gate-representing Messiah Himself,
moving ever closer to the Holy of Holies. It is a going in of
developing relationship depth and breadth to our faith.

In the course of going in to the city, we perceive the
travelers we may draw along with us as we walk. We
envision ourselves as part of the highway of return to the
ancient paths of keeping the moedim and honoring our
Hebrew Maschiach, Y'shua. Because we walk it out, we
show that it can be done today in a YHWH honoring way, if
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not perfectly in line with tradition.

There is also the sense of going back out "through the
gates" to prepare the way, smooth it, be a forger of paths,
once we have drawn our strength, discernment and
equipping from Messiah. In some ways it seems imperative
that we actually have gone in so that we are equipped to
look back and encourage those who come after. Yetitis
also true, that our obedience to just go in at all is a witness
to others and is actually being a part of the highway of
return itself! What an awesome responsibility He has given
us to be alive at this point in time, as the exile ends, the
fullness of the gentiles comes in and He provides sanctuary
and the return call. (Lev. 26: 44; Ezekiel 11: 16-17)

Review of the Strongs entries for each of the significant
words confirms that this "going through the gates" refers to
a transition time, both in the literal and figurative
sense.There may be an idiomatic sense too, of a
provocation to anger in the proclamation to cross over,
which we are researching a bit more.

It brings to mind the "crossing over" that was and is required
throughout the history of YHWH's called out ones; the
unassembled assembly; the kahal. As we go through a gate,
we are crossing over the line established by the wall. We
are either in or out.

Going through the gates represents a determination, a
decision not to turn back, but to commit to a new mode of
action or course of life.

The use of the term "gates" in plural would seem to confirm
the physical sense of the many gates in the wall of the city
of Jerusalem, with no apparent intent for it to be viewed in
the figurative sense of Messiah being the door or gate, that
we perceive. | don't think this makes the perception wrong
but perhaps puts it in the category of a remez, or spiritual
understanding that the Ruach conveyed to us at this time for
His purposes.

TO BE CONTINUED
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